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»Allah® 1s His Name
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‘indama yahtafilu asdiqa’una an-
nasara fi l-waqti I-hali bi 1di l-milad,
fa hiya fursa li an nalfita n-nazar ila
nuqtatin hamma, nakhtalifu fiha
ma‘ahum.

innaha mas‘alatun lughawiyya wa
laysat ‘aqadiyya.

baynama yasta‘milu n-nasara
mustalaha r-rabb ‘indama yatahad-
dathina ‘ani l-1lah, yasta‘milu 1-
muslimiina al-ism faqat “Allah”

fama huwa l-farq? — al-mustalahat
tusta‘malu da’iman ma‘a adati ta‘rif,
fanajidu mathalan “ar-rabb” fi
l-‘ahdi l-qadim, wa lakin l1a yumkinu
an naqul “al-Allah” la’anna I-llaha
ismun wa laysa mustalah

wa nahnu l-muslimina na‘tabiru
dhalika ni‘matan min rabbi I-‘alamin
annahnu lam yakshif lana ‘an nafsih
bi mustalah wa innama bi ismih

wa lidhalika ladayna fursatan li t-
tawasuli ma‘ah fi ayyi waqt

"‘

bi qawl: ,,ya Allah!
,Allah, Allah, Allah, Allah!“

wa bima inna ar-rasala hadhdharana:
“la tufakkird fi dhati I-llah” — ay la
tufakkira fi tabi‘ati -llah —

fa nahnu l-muslimtna mahmiyyna
nisbiyyan min hadha I-khatar
la’anna t-tafkiru yatimmu fil-
mustalahat, wa lakinna al-ism
»Allah“ laysa mustalah

wa innama huwa al-wasilatu r-ra’i‘a
li rabtina bih
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As our Christian friends these days
celebrates Christmas, it is an
occasion to consider an important
point on which we differ

from them.

It is a linguistic and not a dogmatic
question.

When Christians speak of God, they
use the concept of God, whereas
Muslims use only one name, which is

»Allah“.

What is the difference? - Terms are
used with articles, and one says ,,the
God of the Old Testament®, but one
cannot say ,,the Allah“, because
»Allah“ is just a name but not a
concept.

We Muslims understand it as a gift
from the Lord of the Worlds that He
has revealed Himself to us not under
a concept, but with His name.

So it is possible for us to connect with
Him at any time simply by saying:
,»Ya Allah!“

»Allah, Allah, Allah, Allah!“

Had Allah‘s Messenger warned us,
,»La tufakkira fi dhati I-llah“ —,Do
not clash over the nature of God!*“ —
we Muslims are relatively protected
from this danger, because fakara,
tafkiru, what means thinking, is done
with concepts, but the name ,,Allah“
is precisely not a concept, but the
wonderful means of connecting us
with Him.
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